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What goes in the poster?

Think of it as a short story.

Describing a few major points.

Have a good balance between text and graphics.

Give it graphics and a title that will grab the reader’s interest.




Who is it for?

Consider and design the poster for the Target audience
Your poster may not be aimed at experts in the field.
Any text descriptions should be clear and concise.

Depending on your assessment, the target audience may
include:

o Your lecturers

o Potential Customers

o Other students on your programme
o Potential employers

o The general public.
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Poster design

* All posters should have two main elements

1. Simple and clear data or graphic or design images/displays
» Make it easy for people to see

2. Small supporting blocks of text
» Consider stating the: Who, what, where, when, why?.

» Brief clear and concise descriptions. Don't make people stand in front of
your poster reading for too long.
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Poster Size

Before designing your poster, it is very important to know what
size your poster needs to be.

Please check your assessment/activity guidelines to find out.

For academic poster creation we usually use the’International A
Sizes’ as a guide.

Please click-here to discover the paper dimensions for A1, A2, A3

and A4 poster sizes.

o Tip: you will need to know this when creating your poster in your
chosen design tool, next >.
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Poster design options

* Depending on your area of study, choose a poster design tool you feel you would
be most comfortable using.

* There are many poster design tools, here are some examples:
o PowerPoint: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using MS PowerPoint.

Publisher Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using MS Publisher.

O
o lllustrator: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using Adobe lllustrator.
O

Google Slides: Please click-here to learn how to create a poster using Google Slides.

% Prifysgol Cymru
| | Y Drindod Dewi Sant
¥ W University of Wales

Trinity Saint David



https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk037AFbvAmGO4Jop2xTSJUQy3lXo6Q%3A1599156288138&ei=QDBRX_v-B8f4kwXEyLeAAg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+powerpoint&oq=How+to+create+an+Academic+Poster+using+Poweropint&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgAMgQIABANOgcIIxCwAhAnOgoIIRAWEAoQHRAeOgYIABAWEB46BQghEKABOggIABANEAUQHjoICAAQCBANEB5QpyFY9oABYNOaAWgAcAB4AIAB0gGIAd0akgEGMjUuNy4ymAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpesABAQ&sclient=psy-ab
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk037AFbvAmGO4Jop2xTSJUQy3lXo6Q%3A1599156288138&ei=QDBRX_v-B8f4kwXEyLeAAg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+powerpoint&oq=How+to+create+an+Academic+Poster+using+Poweropint&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgAMgQIABANOgcIIxCwAhAnOgoIIRAWEAoQHRAeOgYIABAWEB46BQghEKABOggIABANEAUQHjoICAAQCBANEB5QpyFY9oABYNOaAWgAcAB4AIAB0gGIAd0akgEGMjUuNy4ymAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpesABAQ&sclient=psy-ab
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk02A_yR7gULjTQODstXVtgzRHERe6g%3A1599156362320&ei=ijBRX7eBE4nhkgWQiajQCQ&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+MS+publisher&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+MS+publisher&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgQIIxAnOgUIIRCgAToECCEQFToICCEQFhAdEB5QvhVYmUpgtUtoAHACeACAAZABiAHECpIBAzguNZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwi37qnXyc3rAhWJsKQKHZAECpoQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk02A_yR7gULjTQODstXVtgzRHERe6g%3A1599156362320&ei=ijBRX7eBE4nhkgWQiajQCQ&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+MS+publisher&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+MS+publisher&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgQIIxAnOgUIIRCgAToECCEQFToICCEQFhAdEB5QvhVYmUpgtUtoAHACeACAAZABiAHECpIBAzguNZgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwi37qnXyc3rAhWJsKQKHZAECpoQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk00wkd_zVODfMyJVrGc86hZSnRKh3w%3A1599156373122&ei=lTBRX9qAB4ORsAe4krTgDg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Adobe+illustrater&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Adobe+illustrater&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgQIIxAnOggIIRAWEB0QHlDxjgRYvqsEYJOtBGgAcAJ4AIABsAGIAe0QkgEEMTMuOJgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwian73cyc3rAhWDCOwKHTgJDewQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk00wkd_zVODfMyJVrGc86hZSnRKh3w%3A1599156373122&ei=lTBRX9qAB4ORsAe4krTgDg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Adobe+illustrater&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Adobe+illustrater&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIGCAAQFhAeOgQIABBHOgQIIxAnOggIIRAWEB0QHlDxjgRYvqsEYJOtBGgAcAJ4AIABsAGIAe0QkgEEMTMuOJgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrAAQE&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwian73cyc3rAhWDCOwKHTgJDewQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk00NGdEfHrjm4U-lBGXJdcx6-bKJEw%3A1599156445750&ei=3TBRX-SpLcG2kwWxgbv4Cg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Google+slides&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Google+slides&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIICCEQFhAdEB46BAgjECc6BggAEBYQHjoFCCEQoAE6BAghEBU6BAghEApQkpoBWKyvAWCzsAFoAHAAeACAAaEBiAGrEZIBBDEzLjmYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6wAEB&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwikjI7_yc3rAhVB26QKHbHADq8Q4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB824GB825&sxsrf=ALeKk00NGdEfHrjm4U-lBGXJdcx6-bKJEw%3A1599156445750&ei=3TBRX-SpLcG2kwWxgbv4Cg&q=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Google+slides&oq=how+to+create+an+academic+poster+using+Google+slides&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIICCEQFhAdEB46BAgjECc6BggAEBYQHjoFCCEQoAE6BAghEBU6BAghEApQkpoBWKyvAWCzsAFoAHAAeACAAaEBiAGrEZIBBDEzLjmYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6wAEB&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ahUKEwikjI7_yc3rAhVB26QKHbHADq8Q4dUDCA0&uact=5

Poster orientation

* Your poster orientation can either be portrait or landsca

Poster title goes here, containing strictly
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The title

* Your poster title should be big
* Really big
* Really, really big

Your biggest impact! Poster title goes here, containing strictly only the
Boldface type — essential number of words...

Not all caps!

TEC o Goes Here, Author’s Namels Goes Here .
Addressies Goes Here, Addressies Goes Here, Addrassies. Goes Here g

Group authors
names and
affiliations
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Poster title goes here, containing strictly
e ex only the essential number of words...

JSreeEr Author’s Namels Goes Here, Author’'s Name's Goes Here
et Addrass/as Goes Hare, Address/ss Goes Hare

Leave white space around the text . —

Use easy-to-read fonts

Use the same styles and sizes throughout

Left-aligned text (not fully justified) is
easier to read.
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The text

* Organise your textin a
logical manner.

 Number each section in the
sequence in which you
would like the reader to
follow through the poster.
o Up/down or Side to side

o Make it easy to follow.
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 Make sure the
text is not too
small.

* For example:

D % Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

\ % University of Wales
Trinity Saint David

Title: 85 point
Authors: 56pt
Sub-headings: 36pt
Body text: 24pt -

Captions: 18pt

Your Ingenious Teaser Right Here to Woo Them
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Conclusions first: 44 pt bold
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Prepare your matenal from e reader's
perspecive. What was cone. by who and your
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Down to the Body
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Introduction :
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Your poster i an adverfsement for your
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catching and straughit 50 e paint. You only
Nave SSCONIS. o & DES 3 Sew minues 10
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Layout, photos and print
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Nelp wih layout and ¥mege eshancement For
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Tips:
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85 ey Should be on A poster Is & Sans Sanf
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fonts ke Tenes or Counler

AVOID CAPTTAL LETTERS IN TEXTS THAT
ARE LONGER THAN ONE LINE, SINCE
THEY ARE MORE DIFFICLLY TO READ,

Handouts

If you Sucooed In getting the reacksrs
SDEOBON, provice Nestym witlh more detsled
nkmation in the form of handouta or prnted
AMCES. Induos referencas 0N your hasoout
nstead of your poster.

It & ahwsys nice o pot in & picture and
Wite 50me faw short notes of what's
going on in the Afire Put handouts,
DURNSSSE Cards, nearty - on a table or In
an envelops hurg with Ine poster




* Use graphics to

o Break up the text
o Replace text
o Catch the eye

The graphics
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* Label each figure.

BIG figures that use color
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The graphics
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The graphics

Southern Flounder Exhibit Temperature-Dependent Sex Determination

J. Adam Luckeabach®, John Godwin and Russell Borski
Department of Zoology.

x 7617, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 27695

* Light coloured backgrounds
add definition.

* Do not use patterned
backgrounds, they can be |
distracting.

Introduction

Histological
Analysis
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Results
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Good or bad?

SOME EXAMPLE POSTERS
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Using a Windbreak Habitat Model Across Broad Landscapes:
The Effect of Local Landscape Composition and Geographic Location
Grorge Hess', John Poulsen’, Raymond ('Connor’, Jeff Bay'

1. Wndhreaks s Habstat 2. Roghid Kv s of Windlireshs 3. Bird Species Richnos lndes
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Determining the Wear Resistance
of Occlusal Splints in a
Prospective Clinical Study
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A Framework for Assessing the Condition of Agricultural Lands

E VAR
Giewnge Vew'. Anne Thellkamy® Mike Masster”. Steve Peek”. Loe Camphelt’. Betty MeQuats®, Steve Shaler
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Earty Owncomes of Be Fint 1471 Consecutive Kyphoplasty Procedures in the Unted States
for the Fixation of Pairdud Osteopenic Vertebral Body Compreasion Fractures (VWCF)
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Yo Your Ingenious Teaser Right Here to Woo Them

Karolinska
Institytet

Conclusions first: 44 pt bold

Adways pet the most important parn - your
condusions - frst! Place your conclusions n he
upper lft hand comer of your poster.

Prepare your matenal from the reader’s
perspective. What was done. by who and your
oondusion has 10 Be undenstood withn a couple
of seconds reading! Use active voce when
wiiting the text. taxtpize 34 ot roguler

Down to the Body

TSI Te A ST

Introduction :

Posters are pnmanty visusl presentations
Your poster should be dominated by self-
sxplanatory Mustrabions such as graphs and
picturas whie e amouit of text shauld be
%ept 10 e mmimum

Your aim :

Your poster Is an agversement for your
resaarch and as such it heeds 10 be eye-
catching and stralght 10 the poet. You only
have seconds, or at best a fow miniutes o
atract the attention of Ife vistor 10 a postar
650N, Keap your message shor and claar

Your message

Keap your MEssage Ciedr 8nd your 18T CONGISE
Dacice what is reéevant %or Mis poster and Iry 1o
et your MESSa08 BCrOSS 10 Your Laret group.

Layout, photos and print

Contact Mg st Univarsity Library for
nelp with [3y0ut and Image enhancement. For
SONM0LRS and professianal photographers
contact 3ynakiains, Fore more information

bt
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Tips:
The bast font for text Bocks that ane as shot
a6 ey Should De On @ poster s A Sans Serd

typetace family. Thirsdon, Uss sans senlfodts """

Such as Anal or Nundo sans mather than sesf
forts Ske Teres or Counler

AVOID CAPITAL LETTERS IN TEXTS THAT
ARE LONGER THAN ONE LINE, SINCE
THEY ARE MORE DFFICULT TO READ.

Handouts

I you Succeed in getting e reacer's
attention. peovide herim with more detaled
nfcrrmatian in the form of handouts or prirted
artcies. Inchide references on your hasdout
netead of your poster

It = sways nice 10 put In & picture and
winie some few shirt notes of what's
Gong on in the futire. Put handouts,
Business cards, nearty - on a table or n
an anveicpe hung with the poster

nis works!
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Useful sites

* The following sites have more in-depth information about
academic poster design, including downloadable PowerPoint
templates.

nttp://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign

nttp://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/

nttp://betterposters.blogspot.co.uk/
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http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
http://betterposters.blogspot.co.uk/

References

* Based on and freely adapted from:
http://www.cns.cornell.edu/documents/ScientificPosters.pdf.
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